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Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research

Karen Koblitz is a Los Angeles based artist, emerita professor and 

family genealogist researching her father’s paternal line from 

Southern Bohemia and maternal lines from Belarus. 

. 

Koblitz is a founding member of Tikkun Pacov, a Czech non-profit,

working on the restoration of a former synagogue where her great-

great grandparents were married.

Koblitz is documenting the memory of family in a series of artworks

that give an intimate portrait of lives lost in the Holocaust.

Karen at the entrance to the synagogue in Pacov
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Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research

Julius Müller talking to Libuše HODIKOVÁ, 
head of NGO 
„Saving the Synagogue in Nova Cerekev“
http://prosynagogu.wz.cz/

http://prosynagogu.wz.cz/


Historic preview

It is believed that leaders in the Jewish community in Prague somehow managed to persuade the Nazis 
to authorise them to bring all the Scrolls (and other artefacts) from countryside´s synagogues to Prague 
where a band of expert curators catalogued them.

The Scrolls were identified by the town from which they had been received. Most of these brave 
curators perished, but the Scrolls and their records survived as their legacy.

The Scrolls were eventually stored in the synagogue in the Prague suburb of Michle, where they lay, to 
all intents and purposes forgotten, for many years.

Reference anf further reading :
Czech & Slovak Torah Connections (NLPS, London, 2010)
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Historic preview - cont.

In 1964, the Czechoslovak State sold 1.564 Czech Torah Scrolls to a British philanthropist who helped to 
created the Memorial Scrolls Trust in Westminster Synagogue, London. 

The Scrolls thus became Memorial Torah Scrolls.

The Scrolls were sorted, examined and catalogued, and a Memorial Scrolls Committee began to 
distribute them on loan to congregations and academic institutions around the world. Over 1,000 Torah
Scrolls are in congregations throughout the US.

Further reading :
Phillipa Bernard : Out of the Midst of the Fire (London, 2005)
Second Life of Czech Torah Scrolls (Prague, 2006)
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FRAMEWORK

This paper is to show the variety of resources available for family history research

We have visited 138 towns and villages

- collection points  (109 places)
and surrounds

- except Sudetenlands.
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Recent history (2019) - MST new project

We prepared the itinerary of our journey and we spent then 3.5 months by travelling throughout the 
Czech Republic; Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia.

This research project was launched to explore how the former homes to the Scrolls look today, and 

whether is there a memory of disappeared Jewish communities. 

The journey brought enormous amount of information, original photographs, stories, and new findings. 

We made contacts with municipalities, local museums, schools, historians, and also with private citizens, 

churches and NGOs who care for and have reconstructed former synagogues.
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Pre-WWII resources - reminder

1b The monumental work of Hugo Gold´s team (1929, 1934) 
(Memorial book of lost Jewish communities in Moravia (Tel Aviv, 1974)

1b Czech-Jewish Calendar ( 1881 - 1939 )
www.digitalniknihovna.cz/zmp/periodical/uuid:ae6ef6fc-435d-11dd-b505-00145e5790ea

1c Yearbook of the Society for Jewish History in the Czech Republic ( 1929 - 1938 )
sammlungen.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/cm/periodical/titleinfo/2644300

http://www.digitalniknihovna.cz/zmp/periodical/uuid:ae6ef6fc-435d-11dd-b505-00145e5790ea
http://sammlungen.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/cm/periodical/titleinfo/2644300
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Post-WWII resources

Encyclopedias ( Fiedler, Rozkosna, Klenovsky, Gruber)

Jews of Czechoslovakia ( 1968 )

Judaica Bohemiae ( 1965 -

Booklets and Conferences´ Proceedings

Jews and Moravia ( 1994 -

Jews in Bohemia ( 2000 -
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Booklets and Conferences´ Proceedings

Places in the proceedings of annual conference The Jews and Moravia.

Batelov, Bohumín, Boskovice, Břeclav, Brno, Bučovice,

Dolní Bolíkov,

Frýdek, Frýdlant nad Ostravicí,

Holešov, Hranice, Ivančice, Jihlava,

Kojetín, Krnov, Kroměříž, Lipník, Lomnice, Loštice,

Markvarec, Michálkovice, Mikulov, Moravský Krumlov,

Olomouc, Olšany, Ostrava,

Písečné, Pohořelice, Prostějov, Přerov, Příbor,

Rousínov, Rožnov,

Slavkov, Slavonice, Staré Hobzí, Šternberk, Strážnice,

Třebíč,

Uherský Ostroh,

Valašské Meziříčí, Velké Meziříčí, Vizovice, Vsetín.
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Booklets and Conferences´ Proceedings

Family histories in the proceedings of annual conference The Jews and Moravia :

Kwasník-Rabinowiczov family, Löw-Beer family (Boskovice), 
L. Blum Otto Eisler, B. Tauber, H. J. Tauber, A.Ticho, I. Welisch, P. Winterstein-Gafni (Brno), 
Kohn family (Frenštát), 
J. Hoitasch V. Oppenheimer, F. Redlich (Hodonín), 
J. Kulka, Shabatai haKohen (Holešov), 
L.Kohn-Zerkowitz, M.Spitzer (Hranice), 
E. Lichtblau-Leskly (Hrušov), 
Grünfeld, Mahler family, R. Weissenstein (Jihlava), 
S. Kolisch (Koryčany), 
H. Lorm (Mikulov), 
J. David, A. Donath, M. Spielmann (Kroměříž), 
Lichtenstern family, H. Löw (Koloredov), 
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Booklets and Conferences´ Proceedings

Family histories in the proceedings of annual conference The Jews in Bohemia (see handouts ):

R. Bacher, Bäck family, L. Beer Ebner F. Ehrenstamm, W. Kohn, J.Neumann, I. Rottberger, M. Steinschneider, M. 
Zweig (Prostějov), 
R. Feder, A. Fischl, B. K. Fisera, J. Gartner, E. Graf, Groag family, H. Iltis, T. Klein, T. Kohn, Z. Shek (Olomouc), 
S.Scharf (Orlova),  
Gronner brothers, A. Hilf, H. Haas, A. Roth, A.Rysavy, W. Stiassny, M. Strassmann, J. Wechsberg (Ostrava), 
M. Böhm, I.Buchsbaum (Přívoz), 
Neumann family (Radvanice), 

Reiss family (Strážnice), 
Nagl family (Telč), 
L. Askenazy (Těšín), 
Paul März-Meretz (Uherské Hradiště), 
A. Schön (Uherský Brod), 
Steinhardt family (Valašská Bystřice), 
Wechsberg family, Weinberger family (Znojmo)
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Booklets and Conferences´ Proceedings

Places in the proceedings of annual conference Jews in Bohemia

Bezdružice, Bílina,

Český Krumlov, Chomutov, Chrudim,

Duchcov,

Havlíčkův Brod,

Jablonec,

Kladno, Klatovy,

Litvínov,

Most,

Nýrsko, Pardubice,

Planá, Postoloprty,

Sobědruhy, Staré Město (Janštejn), Stříbro,

Tachov, Teplice, Trutnov, Turnov,

Udlice

Žacléř.
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Booklets and Conferences´ Proceedings

Family histories in the proceedings of annual conference The Jews in Bohemia (see handouts ):

Heisler family (Chrast), 
Katz family (Jistebnice), 
K.Fischer Pollak (Karlovy Vary), 
L. Hartman (Kdyně), 
Ascherman family, Z. Feldman, Heller family, H.Polacek (Kolín), 
Böhm family (Kladno),
Stross family (Libava Udoli), 
Spitz family (Most), 
A.Löwy (Planá), 
Mandelik family (Ratboř), 
Glaser family (Velim), 
B. Steiner (Zbraslavice), 
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The family history in many places we visited was thoroughly studied and documented by various
intiatives

by local NGOs

by institutions, namely by local schools

by local librarians and historians

by initiative named Missing Neighbours = Zmizeli Sousedé
- initiated by Marta Vančurová from Prague Jewish Museum

by the congregations from abroad who visited the sites
and who keep in contact



Structure of the presentation

We selected 22 places to present the audience how various resources - often overlapping

for good - can bring a lot of family data - some are available online and some are available upon
request or in bigger libraries and bookstores

Divišov Ledeč nad Sázavou Prostějov
Heřmanův Městec Lipník nad Bečvou Přeštice
Horažďovice Loštice Slaný
Chotěboř Louny Soběslav
Jihlava Milevsko Třešť
Kladno Olomouc Vodňany
Klatovy Náchod
Kolín Pacov

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
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Divišov

Torah Scroll No. Scroll Holder
814 Mount Zion Temple

1187 Temple Oheb Shalom
1269 MST Museum
1343 Congregation Beth El

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
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Divišov
Panel commemorating
family REINER, PICK, POLAČEK, 

The stairs to women´s gallery

The entrance to the former mikvah

San Diego, IAJGS 2020



Divišov

Project Disappeared Neighbours - performed in 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 by local pupils
http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/novinky/metodika2010/divisov.pdf

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
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http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/novinky/metodika2010/divisov.pdf


Heřmanův Městec

In the garden area next to the synagogue is a memo-

rial to the children who perished in the Shoah.

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
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Heřmanův Městec 

http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/novinky/metodika2010/hm.pdf

Isak BROZAN u. Marie née SCHÜCK
i Hermine (1892 - 1976)
Josef FUCHS

i Anna
Jaroslav MAREŠ

ii Jaroslav
iii Ladislav

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
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http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/novinky/metodika2010/hm.pdf


Heřmanův Městec 
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Horažďovice

Scroll 931 (Czech. No. Cz23999) was issued on loan to Westminster Synagogue in 1968. It stands in the fourth position 
in the Ark and is a poignant reminder of this lost community that lives on through WS.

Reference :
The lives of the Jews of Horažd’ovice, Westminster Synagogue, London, 2010
Special thanks belong to rabbi Thomas Salomon
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Horažďovice

http://www.zanikleobce.cz/index.php?detail=99872

MÜNZ family - brief family sketch
Simon MÜNZ u. née

i Eduard MÜNZ (1840-1916) u. Bertha née
i Frantisek MÜNZ, killed in Mathausen KL in 1942
ii Pavel MÜNZ, escaped to US

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
San Diego, IAJGS 2020

Perhaps the best known Jewish business in Horažd’ovice’s was the vinegar and spirits
company “Münz Brothers” founded by Simon Münz in 1831 and famed for its
“Münzovka” whiskey. Expanded by his sons, Eduard and Karel Münz, and later by
František and Pavel Münz, it became the largest distributor of spirits and vinegar in
the region and was the sole distributor of almost all foreign wines and domestic
mineral waters. The company continues to operate today.

http://www.zanikleobce.cz/index.php?detail=99872


Horažďovice

Rabbis of Horazdovice

Family picture of Porges family (cca1913)
Eleonore (née MÜNZ) PORGES, 
son Viktor PORGES, 
daughters Růžena (PISINGER), Anna (WIENER)
Siegfried PORGES

San Diego, IAJGS 2020
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Chotěboř

The former synagogue ( - 1912) The prayer room in the 1stF ( - 1939)



Chotěboř

http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/oprojektu/metodika_chotebor.pdf

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
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http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/oprojektu/metodika_chotebor.pdf


Chotěboř

Bedřich BONDY surrounded by his grandchildren (1934)
standing : Ludmila (RAND), Jindřich, Ludmila LÖWIDT
sitting : Maja, Karel Tommy, Hana

Bedřich BONDY (1864-1943) u. Luisa née BECHYNSKI (1890-1944)
i Anna LÖWIDT (1893-1943)

Ludmilla (1923-1944)
Jindřich (1925-1944)

ii Karel (Valerie née ?) BONDY (1894-1944)
Eva (1938-1944)
Irene Ludmila (1942-1944)

iii Otakar (Hana née DIAMANT) BONDY (1897-1944)
Karel Tommy (1932-1944)
Jan (1941-1942)

iv Matylda RAND (1900-1980)
Ludmila (1923-1944)
Maja (1928; survived)

Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
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Jihlava

That is where synagogue once stood (Park of Gustav Mahler)
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Jihlava

His last series of books : Houses also die upright

A doyen of Jihlava´ s Jewish history Ladislav VILÍMEK
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Jihlava

13 and 15 Křížová St.
salesman Bernard HERMANN
tailor Franz ROTH
David and Josefine BRUMLIK 
i,ii Luisa and Bertha moved to Vienna
iii Bernard died in 1938; wife Sidonia
iv Siegried; wife Augustine; 
both killed in 1943 KL Trawniki

13 Komenskeho /corner 1 Husova

deli shop Albert SCHÜTZ
i Ernst, wife Emilie, 
both killed in Lublin
ii Irma survived
iii Elsa escaped to M.Palestine

Wanda and Erwin SCHÜTZ
i Hanus; survivor
ii Bedřiška moved to UK
and then to Israel
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Kladno
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Kladno

Panels in the former synagogue : Your names shall never be forgotten
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Kladno
incl. family trees
ARNSTEIN, BAUM, BECK, BÖHM, BONDY, BUDLOVSKY, EISERT, 

FISCHL, FRÄNKL, GUTH, HECHT, HEITLER, HERMANN, KAFKA, 

KOPIDLANSKY, KUSY, LÖWNER, LÖWY, REIMANN, SALUS, SEIDL, 
SCHWARZKOPF, TAUSSIG, WEIL, WOLF

Jakub BÖHM (1878-?); survivor

wife Emilie née STEINER
(1872-?); survivor

i Marie (Rudolf) MENDEL née BÖHM (1903-1997)
i Eva KAPLAN (1929-2006)

ii Otto BÖHM (1903-1978)
1st wife Edith née FRANKENBERG (1911-1944)

2nd wife Jana née GUBAT (1916-1979)
i Miloš BÖHM (1927-1944)

A bi-linguinal book published by local archivist iii Hana (Viktor) SYNEK (1911-1944)
- hundreds of photographs i Alena (1934-1944)
- 38 family trees ii Věra (1938-1944
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KLATOVY
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KLATOVY

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SynagogaKlatovy/posts/

local NGO 

„yom ha-shoah“ in Klatovy in 2019

Sefer Torah in Ramsgate,UK

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SynagogaKlatovy/posts/
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KLATOVY
- hundreds of family photographs

- family trees
- all 374 shoa victims listed incl. survivors
- memoirs :
HAMMERSCHLAG, GOTTLIEB
LÖWY, KAFKA, SICHER, WEINER

Moritz (-1933) u. Johanna (-1922) SUCHARZIPA 

i Sophie
ii Marie (SCHWARZ) / geni.com
iii Elsa
iv Karl (1893-1943)

A book published by the local teacher v Rudolf RIPA (1891-1978), 
escaped to Chile in 1939
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Kolín
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Kolín

The result of student´s research (cca 2010) Stolpersteine were layed down in 8 locations so far.

BONDY, FEDER family members
BUDLOVSKY,
DEUTSCHMANN,
DOBROVSKY
FREUND
GRAF
HELLER
HOFFMANN

HYBŠ, KOHN, KORNFELD, KODIČEK, LAMPL, 
MAUTNER, PACOVSKY, PICK, POLAČEK KRAUS family members
ROUDNICKY, RUŽEK, SEGER, ŠIDLOF, TELLER
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Kolín (ref. Czech Slovak Torah Connection, NLPS, London)

Mrs Kodiček
the last Jewess in Kolin

rGOLDSTEIN visits Kolin every year

Kolin´s Torah Scroll back in aron ha-kodesh
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Ledeč nad Sázavou



Czech Torah Scrolls journey and its relevancy to family history research
San Diego, IAJGS 2020

Ledeč nad Sázavou

I.S. as a child Zdenek and Elsa POPPER

The Jewish Community in Ledeč n.S.
PhD Thesis (2016)
(MASAŘIK (Bučovice), POPPER (Praha)
Survivors : BUKOVA, FENIK, GOLDSTEIN, HERMANN, MORAVEC, NETTL, STEINER, VESELA
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Ledeč nad Sázavou

Sinai Temple, Champaign, IL One of family history panel in the synagogue
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Lipník nad Bečvou
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Lipník nad Bečvou
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Lipník nad Bečvou

Emil SCHREIBER

i Jiří SCHREIBER 

(1925-2012)
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Loštice



„In this little town, from ashes of Holocaust, the embers of humanity continue to glow, and
one day this summer, burst into a glorious flame ….

San Diego, IAJGS 2020

Loštice - NGO Respect and Tolerance

Hakafa Congregants in Loštice (2005) 
http://www.respectandtolerance.com/en/lostice.html

rabbi ELDER

http://www.respectandtolerance.com/en/lostice.html
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Loštice
„The regular people in irregular times“

Jiří FISCHER

E. CARTER E.ZIEGLER

-KNOPFELMACHER

MORGENSTERN E.KARTER

brothers

E.FISCHER

née GRÜNBAUM

Published by Respect & Tolerance
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Louny
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Louny
NGO http://historie-zidu-perucko.hys.cz/

Nathan BULLOWA u. Barbara née KRAUS

i Josef BULOVA (1851-1933)
i Arde (1889-1958)

The Fate of Jewish Families in Louny Area

http://historie-zidu-perucko.hys.cz/


Louny region http://historie-zidu-perucko.hys.cz/

Family ECKSTEIN Family VOHRYZEK Family GETREUER 
Family BRILL
Abraham BRILL (1828- 1907) u. Anna née STEIN (1822-1882)

i Karel (1853-1932)

spouse Johanna née KATZ

i Berta, nar. 13.1. 187712

iv Emil (1886)

ii Regina (1856-

spouse Leopold KATZ (-1879)

i Anna (1879-

2nd Adolf FLOR

ii Josef (1886

iii Rudolf (1888-1889) 

iv Richard (1890

Spouse Ludmila née Löwi

i Rudolf (1924-1942)

ii Otto (1925 

iii Emilie (1858

spouse David Lövit

Family ROSENBAUM

http://historie-zidu-perucko.hys.cz/
http://historie-zidu-perucko.hys.cz/brill#z12
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Milevsko

https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/The-Milevsko-Scroll

https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/The-Milevsko-Scroll
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Milevsko

Published by Museum of Milevsko (2005)
- list of shoah victims and shoah survivors (ASCHERMAN, BLOCH, DUŠEK, KAUFMANN,KLEIN, KOHN, 

MICHLOVÁ, POLLAK, REINIS, VLCKOVA, WEINER   
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Náchod

Memorial to shoah victims at the New Jewish Cemetery

Synagogue (1778-1964)
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Náchod

247 people were killed

18 people survived

i Hanuš GOLDSCHMIED (1891-1966)
wife Alice née

i Max Michael (
ii Lilly HAAS (1884-1942)
iii Lotte KRAUS (1898-1942)
iv Jenny SCHUR (1878-1942)
v Alice SCHWABACH (1881-1942)
vi Mariana STEINER (1888-1942)

The Silent Witnesses of Holocaust (2018)
A research project by the high-school students
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Náchod
Eduard DOCTOR (1858-1926) + Olga née WERTHAUER

i Yella (Hugo DUKES)
ii Hilda (Ernst ZUCKER) 

Isak MAUTNER (1824-1901) + Julie née ROSENFELD
i Isidor MAUTNER (Jenny née NEUMANN)
ii Jenny (Moritz SCHUR)
iii Adelheid GOLDSCHMID

Julius LÖWENBACH (1868-1928) + spouse Erna née BERAN
i Bedřich; escaped to US
ii Jindřich (1899-1945)
spouse Vera née BONDY (1910-2001)

i Jan (1933-1945)
ii Eva (1938-1944)

iii Zdenka (Karl MAUTNER) (1895-1968)
iv Karl (1903-1943)

PhD. Thesis (2017)
Jews in Nachod area from beginning of 20th century to 1939 
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Olomouc

… where the synagogue once stood Sefer Torah back „home“
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Olomouc

http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/novinky/metodika2010/olomouc.pdf

Edith´s Memoirs The Memorial at New Jewish Cemetery

http://pocta-obetem.cz/zmizeli-sousede/novinky/metodika2010/olomouc.pdf
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Olomouc
The entrance to Community Centre

https://kehila-olomouc.cz/rs/soucastnost/stolpersteine-2/herbert-abel/

More in the book Light Beyond the Shadows (to be published soon)

https://kehila-olomouc.cz/rs/soucastnost/stolpersteine-2/herbert-abel/
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Pacov

NGO Tikkun Pacov est. 2015
http://tikkun.cz/?lang=en

http://tikkun.cz/?lang=en
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Pacov

Torah Scroll number 74, Congregation B’nai Israel, Fairlawn, New Jersey

Torah Scroll number 235, Shore Parkway Jewish Center, Brooklyn, New York

Torah Scroll number 498, Temple Beth Torah, Fremont, California

Torah Scroll number 970, Milton Keynes & District Reform Synagogue, Milton Keynes, UK

Torah Scroll number 1032, Congregation B’nal Yisrael, Armonk, New York

Torah Scroll number 1163, Congregation Beth Tikvah, Farmingdale, New York
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Pacov

KOBLITZ family reunion, Nelly PREZMAH, née GUTTMANN, 
Cleveland 2019 daughter of last Pacov´s rabbi

LEDERER, BRUCK family story 
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Prostějov

Beit ha-midrash
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Prostějov www.prostejov.eu/cs/volny-cas/o-meste/historie/holocaust-v-prostejove.html

Families : 
ALTAR
BANDA, BAUER, BEAMT, BELEICHFELD, BERGER
DONAT, DRESCHER
FRISCH, FUCHS, FUHRMANN
GADIEL, GELB, GREIF, GRÜNFELD, GRÜNWALD
HEILIG, HOLLANDER, HUSSERL
JAHODA
KLEINER, KORNFELD, KURZ
LANG, LAMPL
PASTERNAK, PLACZEK, PLATZER
REICH, ROSENZWEIG

Family panels in former synagogue SCHMIDT, SINAIBERGER, SPERBER, SPIELMAN, STECKELMACHER
TANDLER

http://www.prostejov.eu/cs/volny-cas/o-meste/historie/holocaust-v-prostejove.html
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Prostějov

Stolpersteine mounted at 7 places
BRENNER family members
FRIEDMANN
GELB, GOTTLOB
MAYER

SPITZER

List of rabbis (1590-1942) 

Klenovský, Jewish Town in Prostějov (1997)
- a historic reading
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Přeštice
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Přeštice

Reference :
The lives of the Jews of Přeštice, Westminster Synagogue, London, 2013
Special thanks belong to rabbi Thomas Salomon
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Přeštice

Samuel WALDSTEIN u. Mathilda née .... Ludwig HARTMANN u Fanny née
i Hedwig (GLÜCKAUF) i Alfred HARTMANN (1893-1942)

i Karl spouse Frieda née
ii Marie (Frederick PICK); he survived i Paul HARTMANN (1926-1942)

i Vera ii Valy (1923-)
iii Valerie ROTH
iv Marta FRIED cousin Harry SCHWARZKOPF

Pavel FRIED
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Slaný Memorial on the main square

- - Osvěčim
- Dachau
- Buchenwald
- Mathausen
- Rawensbrück
- Terezín

- Pankrác

School´s project Crocus
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Slaný

Project Missing neighbours
https://3-zsslanstizmizelisousede.webnode.cz/blog/zidovske-rodiny

Richard LANGWEIL (1854-1941) 

wife Marie née THIEBEN (1865-1942)
i Arthur (1887-?) left to US
ii Rudolf (1889-1942)
wife Lili née BAAR (1893-1942)

i John (1920-?) left to US

https://3-zsslanstizmizelisousede.webnode.cz/blog/zidovske-rodiny
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Slaný  
- a book Returns-Nonreturns; published in 2012 by elementary school teachers and their students

- memoirs and interviews
- many family photographs
- family trees : 
BENESCH
ECKSTEIN-ELIÁŠ
FANTA, FRANKENBUSCH
HELLER
KELLNER, KORETZ, KOHORN / ROTH
LANGWEIL
NEUMANN
POPPER, PROPPER
SALUS, SCHWARZ, STEINER - LIEBEZEIT
WINTERNITZ
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Soběslav

Jewish street circa 1920
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Soběslav

A local teacher – head of Missing Neighbours project

A book published by head of gymnasium
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Soběslav

Family SÜSSER and POLLAK Family BLANN
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Třešť

Missing Neighbours project

the guests - survivors : BÖHM, MÜNCH, MEISSNER, NEWMANN
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Třešť

GRÜNBERGER
ISTERNITZ
KRAUS
MEISSNER
MÜNCH
SCHÜLLER
ŠIŠA
SINGER
STRAUSS
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Třešť
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Vodňany

The building built up in 1852 is still standing

but the interior is completely refurbished. 
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Vodňany
Joseph KOHN (1863-)
spouse Charlotte née HERZ (1872-

i Richard (1898-
ii Robert KALENSKÝ (1902-1943)
spouse Miroslava née REBAN

i Zdeněk (1931
ii Josef (1933
iii Otto (1935 

iii Otokar KALENSKÝ (1906-1987)
spouse Božena née

i Daša (1936
ii Petr (1937
iii Věra (1946

Herman KARPELES (1865-1942)
spouse Karoline (1875-1942)

i Jindřich KARPELES-KÁRNÍK (1913-1996)

From the history of Jewish Community of Vodňany 
written by local historian (2012) 



We collected the names of last rabbis, shameses, and the stories of family members

- both shoa victims and survivors. 

We wanted to show the audience that a large variety of resources are available today

- some online, some offline but still available upon request

A new generation of scholars (teachers, historians, archivists) became interested

in Czech Jewish heritage.



Along with other projects like

Gemeinde View at Czech-Austria SIG and/or

Geni-based Jewish Communities in Bohemia and Moravia, CR, 

we can provide the interested parties with relevant contacts, historic background and the present 

state. DON´T HESITATE.

Contact emails :

Julius Müller jmuller@toledot.org www.toledot.org

Sheila Pallay sheilapallay@me.com www.sheilapallay.com

Karen Koblitz karenkoblitz@gmail.com www.karenkoblitz.com

mailto:jmuller@toledot.org
http://www.toledot.org/
mailto:sheilapallay@me.com
http://www.sheilapallay.com/
mailto:karenkoblitz@gmail.com
http://www.karenkoblitz.com/


Our journey resulted in a book Light Beyond the Shadows

(to be published soon)


