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Censi 1783, 1793 in Bohemia - comparatite study on Jewish surnames

Jewish Censuses/Censi in 18th and 19th century :

1638, 1654 - register campaigns
1724/1729 - counting of families / family history
1783 - taxation
1793 - register campaign
1799 - taxation
1811/1811 - register campaign

Jewish Censi 1654-1811



vital records, last wills, ketubot

cemetery, synagogue, houses - applications

Jewish records and records of Jewish interest:

community life

religious life

business

Note : records stored in different archives

registers

relationship to local landlord
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Short history preview :

1714 - Commissio in Rebus Judaeorumwas established
1723/1724 - all Jews in Bohemia / Moravia were registered
1726          - Emperor´s decree was issued 
1783 - Commissiowas dissolved

- the agenda was further led by Gubernium
1787 -Decree on given names and surnames
1797          - Systemal patent issued by Franz II.
1849 - Familiant Order was abolished

Jewish Censi 1654-1811
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Census 1724 - Kolin

Data :
- families dwelling before 1618
- families coming after 1618
(with / without Emperor´s permit)
- name of father and mother
- name of children, age, status
- servants, teachers
- professions
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1726 - Emperor Charles VI. issued a decree called 

FAMILIANT ORDER = STATUS QUO

in Bohemia- aprox. 30 000 Jews
(168 towns, 670 villages)

in Moravia- aprox. 20 000 Jews
(mostly in towns - 52 communities)

8 541 licences

5 106 licences
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Census 1783 - Bechyne

Data :

- name of father 

- number of children 

( married / total )

- professions 

- tax to the community 

- tax to the landlord

- notes
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Short history preview 2:

Emperors decree 1787 :
1st paragraph - head of the household decides 
given names and surname of the family
2nd paragraph - toponyms are not allowed
3rd paragraph - head of the household must submitt 
the names until the end of November 1787
4th paragraph - head of the household must use
preprinted form and write down old and new names

................ and then the discussion started.....
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List of allowed given names
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Land deputies of Jewish communities applied to Gubernium 
with a proposal :
- to keep traditional given names
- to use middle name
- to keep surnames used already for generation esp. toponyms

Answer:

Plus free choice for brothers 
of deceased father
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Census 1783 - Tucapy 

toponyme

patronyme



Similar Census campaign was obviously launched in Moravia
but today the sheets do not exist as a one centralised collection.

Trebic, 
southwest Moravia
1781

part of Collante 
nobility collection,
stored in Brno
Land archive

no.47, reg.27 
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Beroun kreis
Boleslav/Bunzlau kreis
Bydzov kreis
Caslav kreis
Kourim kreis
Litomerice/Leitmeritz kreis

1793
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Census 1799 / 1811

Census 1799 mostly provides
father´s name and the name 
of 1st born son, and quite 
importantly also previous 
dweling place. 

Census 1811 contains 
the same info plus dates 
of marriage.
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Census 1857     Trebi� , southwest Moravia

- house no.
- house owner
- names
- religion
- profession
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Census 1857     Hranice (Weisskirchen), central Moravia

- age
- status
- migration



Toledot, Prague, CR

Census 1868     Hranice (Weisskirchen), central Moravia
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Census 1868     Hranice (Weisskirchen), central Moravia
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Census 1921     Osek near Duchcov, northern Bohemia 

Kohn Jakub, born 1882 in Kišin� v
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Civil censuses were organised every approx. 10 years

1857 - 1868 - 1880 - 1890 - 1900 - 1910 - 1920 - 1930

Civil censuses today stored in district archives.
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The network of state archives in Czech Republic is organized 
into regional archives and further into district archives (6-8)

= oblastni = okresni

www.cesarch.cz

portal.gov.cz
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Beroun kreis
Boleslav/Bunzlau kreis
Bydzov kreis
Caslav kreis
Kourim kreis
Litomerice/Leitmeritz kreis

1793
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We analysed the frequency of several „family names“ 
in Census 1783 and we subdivided those into 6 categories:

PATRONYMS 
(Jakob Moyses)

TOPONYMS 
(Jakob Lieben) 

ANTROPONYMS 
(Jakob Uprzimny)

LABORONYMS
(Jakob Fleischer)

DIMINONYMS
(Jakob Antscherl- ik)

TRIBANYMS
(Jakob Katz)
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Region / total 
Laboronyms Toponyms Antroponyms Diminonyms

Berounsky   / 450
9 40 4 20

Boleslavsky / 340
8 88 4 1

Bydzovsky  / 270
30 22 1 0

Caslavsky   / 570
6 38 0 4

Kourimsky  / 610
27 111 11 5

Litomericky / 320
9 25 0 1
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Antroponyms
Potztivy, Siskind, Holowous, Bachraty, Stiastny,
Stiedry, Uprzimny...

Kaczenka, Perschina, Klepetá�, Telatko, Jikrnatsch
Schindelka ...

Toponyms
1) Typical ones - Bechyne, Bunzlau, Koliner, Prager, Wiener
2) with - sky then - ek:
Wohrazecky (of Vohrazenice), later Wohryzek (Adam´s apple)

Laboronyms
Kaufman vs. Kopelman
Zlatnik, Goldschmied, Schneider, Cantor...
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Diminonyms - working hypothesis:

Antscherl- ik
Bernat - ek
Elisch - ak
Jelin - ek
Mandel - ik
Mun - k
Robitsch - ek
Schal - ek
Schim - ek
Schmol - ka

Comparative study 1783 vs. 1793
result: 1783 = 1793 
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Distribution of non-patronyms /  size of settlement :

� topoN    laboroN antropoN diminoN 
Berounsky:
Votice  46 6 5 0 3
Kosova Hora 31 8 0 2 1
Lite� 22 7 0                1                   0

Boleslavsky:
Boleslav 131 61 1 3 1
Trutnov 27 9 0 2 0

Byd�ovsky:
Novy Bydzov 112 10 13 0 0
Ho�ice 60 5 19 0  0  
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Distribution of non-patronyms /  size of settlement :
� topoN    laboroN antropoN diminoN 

Caslavsky :
Polna 74 16 - - -
Golc.Jenikov 66 16 3 - -

Kou�imsky :
Kolin 130 45 10 2 -
Liben 94 33 2 - -
Brandys 40 14 2 1 4

Lirome�icky :
Ceska Lipa 108 9 7 - -
Teplice 77 12 6 - -
Sobedruhy 53 12 1 - -
Libochovice 36 4 - - 1
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Conclusions

Comparative analysis 1783 vs. 1793 confirmed origin 
of laboronyms but not origin of diminonyms. Diminonyms 
were used already in 1783 and remained in use after 1787.

Typically, many Jewish families in Bohemia lived in small 
villages. There were approx. 3 larger communities in each
of 6 regions examined (Beroun, Boleslav, Bydzov, Caslav,
Kourim, Litomerice). The proportion of non-patronyms 
increased significantly in the communities above 25 families. 

We introduced 6 categories of family names in Bohemia. 
The origin of diminonyms needs further analysis/sources.
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Thanks to Celia Male, Croydon, UK.


